
 

   

 

 

 

Richmond Hill Primary School – History  

Topic: Toys Past and Present Year: 1 Strand: Changes within Living Memory 

Vocabulary 

chronological 

order 

events in the order of time 

damaged when something is harmed of broken 

decade period of 10 years - 1960, 1970, 1980 

describe to give details about something- what  
you can hear, see, smell, taste and feel  

differences things that are not the same 

fashion something that is popular at the time 

favourite when something is the most popular 

invented when something is made produced (made) 

modern in the present time – in fashion 

old in the past – been here a long time 

old-fashioned in the past – not in fashion anymore. 

new in the present – has not been here long 

past happened or existed before today – long time ago 

plastic a material that is strong, light and cannot be 

easily broken 

popular liked the most 

present happening or existing now 

similarities things that are the same 

wooden a natural material which forms tree trunks 

 

Timeline 

 

 

 

1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s present- now 

 

 

 

 

Historical Skills and Enquiry 

• To sort toys into the past and present, putting them in 

chronological order. 

• To explain differences and similarities between toys from the 

past and present.  

• To understand that some toys from the past are still played with. 

• To ask appropriate questions about toys. 

• To use adjectives to describe toys and understand how the 

materials have changed. 

 
What will I know by the end of the unit? 

To name some 

popular, old 

toys from in 

the past. 

• Space Hopper 

• Sindy and Barbie doll 

• Spinning top 

• Tiddly winks  

• Rubik’s Cube 

• Mr Potato Head 

• Game Boy 

• Etch-a-Sketch 

• Pedal car 

• Cabbage Patch Kid 

To name some 

popular, new 

toys from the 

present. 

• LOL Surprise 

• Kinetic Sand 

• Xbox 

• Avengers 

• IPad 

• Reborn Baby Doll 

To describe 

old toys from 

the past. 

• old-fashioned 

• rusty 

• faded 

• chipped 

• damaged 

• wooden 

To describe 

new toys from 

the present. 

• modern 

• colourful 

• shiny 

• plastic 

• clean 

 

What should I already know? 

• There are different types of toys that 

move in different ways. 

• Able to name and describe some 

materials. 

• That people who are older than me 

(parents, grandparents) were born 

before me, in the past. 

 

Mr Potato 

Head 
Hula hoop 

Meccano Sindy doll 

Star Wars 

figures 
Womble 

Game Boy 

PlayStation 

Rubik’s Cube 

Rollerblades 

LOL Kinetic Sand 


